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CONFIDENTIAL KINSHASA 8787 
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USIA FOR IAA 
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TAGS: PGOV, PINS, CG, US 

SUBJECT: THE NGUZA TRIAL 

REF: A. KINSHASA 8673 B. KINSHASA 8589 (NOTAL) 

1 . BEGIN SUMMARY: FORMER FOREIGN MINISTER NGUZA WAS FOUND GUILTY 
SEPTEMBER 13 OF ALL THREE CHARGES AGAINST HIM. IN HANDING DOWN ITS 
JUDGMENT, THE SECURITY COURT SENTENCED NGUZA TO DEATH FOR FAILURE TO 
REPORT INVADERS AND FOR TREASON (AND TO TWO YEARS IMPRISONMENT FOR 
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OFFENSE AGAINST THE CHIEF OF STATE). NGUZA HAS THE RIGHT TO APPEAL 
TO THE SUPREME COURT AND/OR TO ASK PRESIDENT MOBUTU FOR 
CLEMENCY. IT STILL IS CONSIDERED LIKELY THAT THE PRESIDENT WILL 
COMMUTE THE DEATH PENALTY TO IMPRISONMENT. END SUMMARY 

2. AS ANTICIPATED REFTEL B, THERE HAS BEEN NO APPARENT EFFORT 

TO IMPLICATE THE US OR OTHER WESTERN POWERS IN THE NGUZA AFFAIR. 
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NONE OF THE SCANTY LOCAL RADIO, PRESS, AND TELEVISION COVERAGE MADE 
ANY ALLEGATIONS ABOUT SUCH FOREIGN INVOLVEMENT. THE LONG COURT 
JUDGMENT, WHICH WAS BROADCAST LIVE OVER RADIO, AND REBRAODCAST 
DURING THE REGULAR 1 P.M. NEWS SUMMARY SEPTEMBER 13, REFERRED 
ONLY TO SOVIET AND CUBAN INVOLVEMENT IN THE INVASION OF SHABA. 

3. MEDIA TREATMENT FOR AN AFFAIR OF THIS IMPORTANCE HAS BEEN 
CURIOUSLY UNEVEN; NORMALLY RADIO, PRESS, AND TELEVISION ACCENT THE 
SAME EVENTS AND PRESENT IT FROM THE SAME GOVERNMENT VIEWPOINT. 

AS NOTED REFTEL A, THE 20 MINUTE LIVE TELEVISION BRAODCAST OF THE 
TRIAL LEFT THE VIEWER WITH A FAVORABLE IMPRESSION OF NGUZA. THE 
ACCOUNT IN THE REGULAR SUNDAY EDITION OF THE NEWSPAPER ELIMA 
WAS REMARKABLY UNBIASED. 

4. NEWSPAPERS APPEARING MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 12, CARRIED NO ACCOUNT OF 
THE TRIAL EXCEPT TO SAY THAT IT HAD TAKEN PLACE AND TO ANTICIPATE 
SEPTEMBER 13 PRONOUNCEMENT OF A VERDICT. THE AZAP (ZAIRIAN PRESS 
AGENCY) BULLETIN OF THAT DATE DID CARRY A STORY ON THE TRIAL 
WHINH WAS LARGELY NEUTRAL IN TONE. AZAP, HOWEVER, IS NOT GENERALLY 
CIRCULATED AMONG THE POPULACE AS A WHOLE. RADIO COVERAGE WAS SPARSE, 
BUT A LONG EXCERPT FROM THE TRIAL WAS SHOWN NIGHT OF SEPTEMBER 1 1 

ON TELEVISION. VERY LITTLE ADDITIONAL TREATMENT, WHETHER PRESS, 

RADIO OR TELEVISION, TOOK PLACE UNTIL SEPTEMBER 13, THE DAY OF THE 
JUDGMENT. ELIMA FOR THAT DATE CARRIED AN EDITORIAL WHICH TOOK 
JUSTIFIABLE PRIDE IN THE LACK OF PASSION WITH WHICH THE ZAIRIAN 
PRESS HAD TREATED THE TRIAL. SIGNIFICANTLY ENOUGH, HOWEVER, THE 
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EDITORIAL CAME TO A CLOSE WITH THE STATEMENT THAT 'NGUZA KARL I 
BOND REMAINS, DISPITE THE MATERIAL FACTS IRREFUTABLY ESTABLISHED 
AGAINST HIM, BKT ONLY BKT AN ACCUSED." 

4. THE AZAP PRESS BULLETIN OF SEPTEMBER 13 INDICATED THAT THE 
BELGIAN LAWYER VARIOUSLY DESCRIBED AS JULES WOLFE OR WOLF, WHO 
ATTEMPTED UNSUCCESSFULLY TO ENTER ZAIRE IN ORDER TO HELP CONDUCT 
NGUZA’S DEFENSE (REF A), HAS PROTESTED LOUDLY TO THE EUROPEAN PRESS 
ABOUT HIS TREATMENT BY THE GOZ. IN ITS RESPONSE, AZAP CLAIMED THAT 
WOLF HAD ATTEMPTED TO ENTER THE COUNTRY ILLEGALLY AND HAD NOT 
DEMONSTRATED THAT NGUZA HAD HIRED HIM: "THE STATE CANNOT IN ANY 
WAY FORCE UNWANTED COUNSEL ON NGUZA." FOLLOWING THIS, THE FOREIGN 
MINISTER RELEASED THE TEXT OF A NOTE OF PROTEST WHICH IT HAD SENT 

TO THE GOB. THE TONE OF THE PROTEST IS SET IN THE OPENING PARAGRAPH 
WHICH PROCLAIMS "THE REPUBLIC OF ZAIRE CEASED TO BE A COLONY OF THE 
BELGIAN CROWN 17 YEARS AGO." 

5. COMMENT: VIRTUALLY NO ONE HERE WAS SURPRISED BY THE RESULTS 
OF THE TRIAL. YET THE FACT REMAINS THAT A PUBLIC TRIAL TOOK PLACE, 

A TRIAL WHICH WAS NOT TURNED INTO A ROMAN CARNIVAL. IN THAT TRIAL 
NGUZA WAS GIVEN THE OPPORTUNITY OF DEFENDING HIMSELF, AND OPPORTUNITY 
WHICH HE TOOK WITH VIGOR. EVEN THE NORMALLY DOCILE LOCAL MEDIA 
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CONVEYED AN IMAGE OF THE PROCEEDINGS THAT LEFT ONE WONDERING AT 
A VERDICT THAT FOUND ALL OF THE PROSECUTION'S CHARGES AGAINST NGUZA 
TO HAVE BEEN PROVED WITH NO MITIGATING CIRCUMSTANCES. WITH POSSIBLE 
EXCEPTION OF BRUSQUE HANDLING OF ATTORNEY WOLFS EFFORTS TO PARTICI- 
PATE IN DEFENSE OF NGUZA, MOBUTU'S PERFORMANCE IN BALANCING DOMESTIC 
AND FOREIGN CONCERNS HAS FOLLOWED SCENARIO ANTICIPATED IN REF B. 

EMBASSY CONTINUES TO SUBSCRIBE TO WIDESPREAD BELIEF HERE THAT NGUZA'S 
DEATH SENTENCE WILL BE COMMUTED TO IMPRISONMENT. 

DAVIS 
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